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many species the hairs are barbed or poisonous, and cause
great irritation if they enter the skin. The larvae of the
majority of species are gregarious, feeding on forest trees.
The caterpillars of the European Processionary moth, Cnetho-
campa processioned,, which feed on oak, have the curious habit
of moving from one tree to another in orderly wedge-shaped
columns. In the African genus Anaphe, the larvae construct a
large web-like shelter, beneath which they rest and in which
they later pupate. These structures are said to attain some-
times a length of several feet. The larvae of the South American
genus Palustra are aquatic, swimming by alternately coiling
and straightening the body. The mode of respiration is not
known, but air is probably carried amongst the hairs of the
body. A few species pupate under water. The pupa is
enclosed in a cocoon of hair and silk, which is usually attached
to the food-plant. Hibernation takes place as a pupa in the
cocoon.

In many cases the sexes can be distinguished by the antennae,
which are more strongly pectinated in the male than in the
female.

Eupterotids are of very slight economic importance. None
are pests, though the larvae of certain species may cause a
small amount of damage by the defoliation of forest trees.
The envelope in which the larvae of the genus Anaphe spin
their cocoons is used to a small extent for silk ; but the silk is
coarse, and of little value.

NOTODONTIDJE.
Prominents.
Hind-wing with vein 8 connected to 7 near the middle of
the cell; vein 5 obsolescent; vein Ic absent; fore-wing with
vein 5 nearer 6 than 4 ; frenulum present; proboscis present.
Notodontids are moderate-sized to large moths, generally
dull in appearance, brown and grey being the commonest
colours. In appearance the majority resemble Noctuids, and
like the members of that family they are nocturnal. In many
cases there is a tooth-shaped tuft of scales about the middle